
 
  

PORTRAITS OF POWER 
 
 Throughout history, many portraits have been used to depict wealth, power, 
and heroism that have left an enduring legacy through the preservation of their 
image through art. The subjects of these paintings adorned themselves with 
expensive ornaments and dressed in an elaborately patterned wardrobe to exhibit 
and assert their power. During this project, we investigated the concept of “legacy,” 
and how power and history are connected. We reflected on our identity in relation 
to our cultural heritage, and created a design that symbolizes what imprint we 
would like to make on the world as our personal legacy. We printed these symbols 
on various fabrics onto ornamental tapestries, pillows and drapery- mimicking the 
extravagant worldly possessions of the European nobility depicted throughout 
Western art history. These beautiful belongings are not made of the finest silks, but 
of burlap and discarded fabric scraps. Yet, the painstaking process of beautifying 
these materials causes us to rethink what we “value” in material belongings.  
 
 Many artists working today are appropriating famous art historical works to 
tell their own cultural history- a history that is rarely discussed based on their race 
and/or gender. We specifically looked at the work of contemporary artists Kehinde 
Wiley, Yinka Shonibare and Mickalene Thomas and how these artists use historical 
sources  to problematize issues of history and power, and propose new counter-
narratives through art-making. This juxtaposition of the “old” inherited by the “new” 
provides a discourse for those who often have no visual inheritance of which to 
speak. Teenagers especially are rarely given a chance to speak their minds and 
subvert power. Through viewing both art historical works and their contemporary 
counterparts, this project has challenged our accepted ways of viewing art 
historical works. In creating tableaux of famous Western art historical portraits, we 
have reposed ourselves within that field of power; reclaiming it in order to empower 
ourselves within this post-modern world.  
   
	  



	  
El Puente Team D/E, Ford Crossing the East River, 2013 
 

	  	  
Emanuel Leutze, Washington Crossing the Delaware River, 1851  



	   	  
 Team D/E, The Laughing Dario-lier, 2013    Frans Hals, The Laughing Cavalier, 1624 
 

	   	  
El Puente Team D/E, Madame M, 2013  John Singer Sargent, Madame X, 1884 



 
	  

	   	  
       Team D/E, The Two SIstas, 2013 Jean Baptiste Claude Richard, The Two Sisters, 1770 
	  

	   	  
      Team D/E,  Jeuris VIII, 2013       Hans Holbein The Younger, Henry VIII, 1543 



 
Team D, La Grande Henrique, 2013 
 

 
Jean Auguste Dominique Ingres, La Grande Odalisque, 1814 
 
 



	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  
Team D,  Marie Julisa-ette, 2013	   	   	  	  	  	  	  Vigée-Lebrun, Marie Antoinette, 1779 
 

	  	  	  	   	  
Team D/E, Madame Stacy, 2013   Jean Auguste Dominique,  

Delphine Ramel, Madame Ingres,1859 



 

	   	  
Team D/E, Portrait of Erica Sanchez, 2013        Hans Hoblein, Portrait of Catherine Howard, 1541 
 

  
Team D, Dario XVI King of South    Joseph Siffred, Louis XVI King of  
Williamsburg in Coronation Robes, 2013  France in Coronation Robes, 1777 

	  



 
El Puente ESI   

 
 
 


